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This volume commemorates the Jaina scholar and book collector Paolo
Pianarosa (1949–2010) from Turin. The collection of twelve chapters
presents new research on Jaina manuscript culture. It introduces
the reader to so far unpublished palm leaf and paper manuscripts,
miniature paintings, cosmological and large-scale pilgrimage banners,
printed texts and maps. These come from private, museum and library
collections and are introduced by expert authors who are based at a
number of renowned international institutions.
Scripture represents the word and the formalised teachings of the
fordmakers. Therefore, texts are kept in religious libraries and are
treated with the same respect as consecrated statues. Because of their
religious significance many have been elaborately decorated. Painted
panels have been integrated between text blocks and the book covers
have been adorned with colourful images.
Recurrent themes in this edited volume are Europeans gathering
manuscripts and assembling museum and library collections, the
problem of how to translate or narrate stories in art, iconographic
issues and stylistic developments in painting styles, and the function
of illuminated books in rituals.
Stories are described in words, painted in vivid colours and
animated artistic styles or they are sung and performed by bards.
A further significant role is played by patrons. This illustrates the
multifaceted angles and viewpoints taken by the authors in this
publication when investigating and illuminating Jaina manuscript
culture.
Contributors:
Julia A. B. Hegewald (Bonn), Tiziana Ripepi (Turin), Nick Barnard
(London), Nachiket Chanchani (Ann Arbor), Robert J. Del Bontà (San
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